EPA REG ON 3 ENVI RO- BYTES

A Wap-Up of Issues & Events in EPA's Md-Atlantic Regi on
Oct ober 27, 1999

Cust oner Service Hotline 1-800-438- 2474

Busi ness Assi stance Hotline 1-800-228-8711

Superfund Hotl i ne 1- 800- 553- 2509

I nternet Address: http://ww. epa. gov/ regi on03
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Wel cone to Enviro-Bytes, a weekly news wap-up fromthe U S

Envi ronnental Protection Agency’'s Region 3 mid-Atlantic office in
Phi | adel phia. If you are reading Enviro-Bytes as a hard copy or
on the Internet and would like to receive it regularly by e-nmail
do the follow ng

1) send a nessage to
listserver@nixnail.rtpnc. epa. gov

2) the subject may be anything

3) type in the body of the nessage
subscri be usepar3news (your nane)
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PUBLI C HEARI NG SET ON SUWV & TRUCK EM SSI ONS

EPA will hold a national public hearing on Nov. 2 in Philadel phia
on the agency’s proposal to reduce em ssions from heavy-duty
trucks, |arge passenger vans, and sport utility vehicles. The new
proposed standards are part of a two-phase strategy.

MD CEMENT CO. CI TED FOR Al R PCOLLUTI ON CONTROL

EPA issued a notice of violation to Lehigh Portland Cenent Corp.
in Union Bridge, M. for failure to conply with sul fur dioxide
regul ati ons. The conpany perfornmed physical changes to their
kilns to enable it to burn waste tires. These changes caused an
em ssion increase which required the conpany to install the best
avai |l abl e control technology for several air pollutants. The
conpany is currently under a stop work order from EPA until Nov.
5, and must supply detailed enissions projections and limtations
for all pollutants of concern

PHARMACEUTI CALS | N ANl MAL FEED A GROW NG CONCERN

Concentrated ani mal feeding operations and the production of

| arge vol unes of animal waste are major environnental concerns
facing every EPA Regi on and have been highlighted as a nationa
priority in the Cean Water Action Initiative. A grow ng concern



associated with this issue is the use of drugs in aninmal feeds
and the potential for alterations in the mcrobial ecology of the
envi ronnent associated with these operations, including the

devel opnment of drug-resistant pathogens. EPA Region Il was

awar ded $100K in suppl enental Regi onal Applied Research Effort
(RARE) funds to initiate a pilot study exploring this issue. The
project will involve a collaborative effort between the Ofice of
Research and Devel opnent, the Food and Drug Administration, the
Departnment of Agriculture, the Ceol ogical Survey, and the
University of Maryland, and will focus on antibiotics used as
feed additives in the poultry industry.

PA"s NONPO NT SOURCE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM APPROVED

On Cctober 14, EPA approved Pennsylvania’ s Nonpoint Source (NPS)
Managenent Program - Septenber 1999 Update. The managenent pl an
devel oped by the Pennsyl vani a Departnment of Environnmenta
Protection, serves as a working docunent that watershed

organi zations, conservation districts and resource agenci es can
use as a tool to control, prevent and renedi ate nonpoi nt source
pol lution. To devel op the plan, PA invested in a broad public
participation process and devel oped a |liai son workgroup to assure
mul ti-agency participation. |In February 1998, EPA announced in
its Clean Water Action Plan that states nust have an EPA-approved
updat ed managenent programin order to qualify for grant funding
in 2000. The NPS Program 1999 Update can be found on PADEFP' s
websit e.

MULLENS, W/ TO GET GRANT | NCREASE

The Gty of Miullens, WVa. will get a $160,000 grant increase
fromthe Appal achi an Regi onal Commi ssion. The increase is in
addition to a $1, 000,000 grant that was awarded to the city

Sept enber 30, 1998. The funding will be used to replace the

exi sting sewer lines which are subject to excessive inflowinto
the system The conbined grant will pay for 48 percent of the
project, and the remaining 52 percent will be paid for with city
funds and state grants.

EPA CHEM ST | S EXPERT W TNESS ON SLUDGE

An EPA chemi st provided expert testinony regarding the anal ysis
of wastewater sludge from Salisbury, Maryland s wastewater
treatment plant. The city land applies its sludge, however, the
netal content cannot exceed EPA standards. Lab anal ysis showed
the sludge’s netal content exceeded the standard on five separate
occasions. The city contends that this was a result of l|ab
error, however, the chemi st testified to the contrary. The tria
was held in Washington, DC in Septenber and |lasted 3 days. A
decision on this case will not be made for several nonths.



EPA CHECKS STATE CQZONE MONI TORI NG

In fiscal year 1999, EPA conducted 51 audits of state and | oca
ozone nonitoring stations throughout the md-Atlantic region. The
audits are an inportant assessnment of the quality of data being
routinely produced and submitted. These audits are a |ega

requi renent under EPA's anbient air nonitoring regul ations.

JAPANESE ENVI RONMENTAL COFFI CI AL TOURS FT. MEADE LAB

The EPA' s Environnental Science Center, Ft. Meade, Maryl and,
hosted a tour on Cctober 15, for Takehi ko Yokoyama, a Japanese
Oficer and Ofice of Pesticide Program Managers. M. Yokoyana
works for the Japanese Mnistry of Agriculture, Forestry and

Fi sheries and hopes to | earn about the structure of EPA as well
as the registration process used for pesticides in the United
St ates.

EPA MEETS TO MBI LI ZE SENI OR PA VOLUNTEERS

EPA representatives net with directors and nenbers of the

Pennsyl vani a Retired Senior Vol unteer Program (RSVP) representing
over 20,000 senior citizens in the conmonweal th. The RSVP nenbers
participated in a focus group to test market a new brochure on

t he di sposal of househol d hazardous waste, provide current
information, and to determine the environnental infornmation needs
of senior citizens. The RSVP directors neeting included these
topics, and also |ooked for ways to conbi ne our environnenta
efforts though partnerships, develop ways to train the RSVP
nmenbers to do environnmental outreach, and ideas on how to
nobi | i ze RSVP nenbers for Earth Day 2000

UTILITY FAIR TO ASSI ST PH LLY CONSUMERS

The seventh annual Philadel phia utility fair will be held on
Friday, October 29 at Comunity Col | ege of Phil adel phia, Student
Life Building from10:00 amto 2:00 pm The Public Wility

Conmi ssion’s Electric Choice Robot, “EC’ will be on hand to
answer questions. Break out sessions on various topics will take
pl ace throughout the day including an energy efficiency

di scussi on hi ghlighti ng ENERGY STAR Products and t he ENERGY STAR
bui | di ngs program

END



